PRESS RELEASE

[image: image1.jpg].' ' ' !:)Iral-llu)nllgr?tl;‘@

Choptank




Habitat for Humanity Choptank Increasing its Home Construction Capacity 
Cambridge - Easton, MD (April 28, 2010) – Habitat for Humanity Choptank marked a construction milestone recently by simultaneously running three job sites on one Saturday.  Volunteers were helping build homes in Cambridge, Easton, and St. Michaels.  
Since its founding in 1992, Habitat Choptank has built 48 simple, decent and affordable homes in Dorchester and Talbot Counties.  Each home is sold at cost to a working family with an interest-free mortgage.  Over the years, the affiliate has grown in capacity from completing one home a year to multiple homes a year.  However, the need for affordable housing persists.  

In response to this need, the Habitat Choptank Board has made a commitment to doubling the organization’s annual building capacity over the next three years.  Under Habitat for Humanity International guidelines, this increase means expanding from a Home Builder, building 3-4 homes annually, to a Block Builder, building 5-9 homes a year.

“We’ve taken the goal of doubling capacity from our strategic plan and turned that into a sustainable action plan,” notes Dick Deerin, president of the Habitat Choptank Board of Directors.  “Building on three sites in one day represents a significant step forward toward serving more families as a Block Builder.”
To achieve Block Builder status, Habitat Choptank must continue to acquire more land for future home sites, recruit additional qualifying families to become home owners, and engage its donors and volunteers.  Volunteers, under the supervision of the organization’s professional construction supervisors, complete most of the construction crew which helps to keep the final home sale cost for a Habitat home around $85,000 including land.  From time to time, the volunteers include skilled professionals such a recent crew from Eric J.T. Chandler, LLC.  The company provided equipment and labor for the roofing on 2-story duplex building on the Milestone on Clay project in Easton.
“Having skilled labor on our job sites along with our dedicated volunteers is a big help to moving our construction schedule ahead,” explains Steve Thomas, Habitat Choptank’s construction supervisor who oversees the 10-duplex Milestone project.
Habitat for Humanity of Choptank is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to transforming communities and the lives of qualifying families in Dorchester and Talbot counties by building safe, decent and affordable homes. Since its founding in 1992, the organization has worked in partnership with volunteers, churches, community organizations, businesses, and its future homeowners to help local working families achieve homeownership.  To learn more about Habitat, to volunteer or to make a donation, visit www.habitatchoptank.org or call 410-820-6186.
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CUTLINE:   “Chandler Crew at Clay 4.10.jpg”

Eric J.T. Chandler, LLC contributed equipment and a work crew to finish the roof on a two-story duplex building in Habitat for Humanity Choptank’s Milestone on Clay project in Easton.  From left to right, Bill Grahan, Burton Carmean, Eric Chandler, and Bobby Chance.

CUTLINE:   “Rhodana Stranahan cut siding 4.10.jpg

Habitat for Humanity Choptank construction supervisor Rhodana Fields, left, works with Washington College volunteer Steve Stranahan to cut siding for the Habitat home under construction at 504 Edgewood Avenue in Cambridge.

CUTLINE:   “Siding Gentry Hartge Wongus 4.10.jpg

Volunteers from Chesapeake and Washington College work together to hang hardy plank siding on the Habitat home under construction at 504 Edgewood Avenue in Cambridge.  On the ladder, Brooke Wongus and standing from left to right, Megan Gentry and Sarah Hartge.
CUTLINE:   “3 paint siding 4.10.jpg
Volunteers from First Wesleyan Church paint the hardy plank siding that will be hung on the two homes currently under construction at Habitat Choptank’s 10-duplex Milestone on Clay project in Easton.  From left to right Darrin Skipper, Chris Grieco, and Brenna Grieco.

CUTLLINE: “Gina Lewis paint siding.jpg”
Volunteers take advantage of a sunny Saturday to paint hardy plank siding that will be hung on the two homes currently under construction at Habitat Choptank’s 10-duplex Milestone on Clay project in Easton.  Working together here are Adam Goertemiller, a volunteer from the First Wesleyan Church, and future Habitat home owner Gina Lewis.

CUTLINE: “Group in front of sign.jpg”

Volunteers gather together to for morning instructions for the first day of work at Habitat Choptank’s construction site on Brooks Lane in St. Michaels.  Kneeling from left to right, Sandy King, Lisa Menditch and Jim McCloud.  Standing from left to right, David Jeffrey, Frank Menditch, Jim Ellis, Robert Whitehead, Laurie Whitehead, the future home owner, Peter Houck, Gloria Watts, John Scoffield, volunteer crew chief, Pamela McCloud, Roger Valentine, and William Doherty.
CUTLINE: “3 digging silt fence.jpg”

Volunteers with the St. Michaels Faith Build help with the new Habitat for Humanity Choptank project on Brooks Lane by digging the silt fence.  From left to right, Lisa Menditch, William Doherty and David Jeffrey.  
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