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Habitat for Humanity Choptank helps Habitat for Humanity International achieve No. 8 on the ‘Builder 100’ list
Ranking marks the first time Habitat is in the top 10 
[Easton, MD (July 22, 2010)] – Habitat for Humanity Choptank helped Habitat for Humanity achieve the rank of No. 8 on the Builder 100 list, marking the first time the nonprofit has been among the top 10 biggest builders in the United States. The list also shows Habitat, with 5,294 closings last year, moved up three spots in 2009 from its 2008 ranking of No. 11.

Here in Dorchester and Talbot Counties, Habitat Choptank recently dedicated its 49th home.  During the fiscal year 2010, which ended on June 30th, the organization closed on a total of six houses.  These homes were sold at no profit to Habitat for the cost of land, infrastructure, and construction to qualifying working families.  Four of the houses were purchased by low-income families with an interest free Habitat mortgage.  The other two properties were sold to moderate income families using conventional mortgages through the Milestone on Clay project that Habitat Choptank is building in partnership with Elm Street Development.
This summer, the affiliate and its volunteers are working on two construction sites in Talbot County with a third project to begin in Dorchester shortly.   The goal is to complete a total of five Habitat homes in the coming year.
“Habitat’s new ranking reinforces the fact that the demand for decent, affordable housing is strong,” explains Kim Cassady, treasurer on the Habitat Choptank Board of Directors and a volunteer on the Tuesday construction crew.  “Thanks to the support of our loyal donors, volunteers and community partners we’re growing from building 3-4 homes a year to becoming a block builder and delivering 5-9 homes annually.  This is all to meet the needs in our community.”
In 2009, Habitat affiliates repaired 710 homes nationwide, up from 621 homes in 2008. Around the world, Habitat for Humanity helped 61,005 low-income families by building 23,657 new houses and rehabilitating or repairing 37,348 houses. 
Builder magazine’s annual Builder 100 List compiles data provided by the nation’s builders, including their closings. 
“Habitat for Humanity affiliates have been working in more than 1,500 communities in the U.S. to ensure that more than 5,200 families had a new or renovated affordable home to live in last year,” said Mark Andrews, senior director of U.S. Operations for Habitat for Humanity International. “We could not have accomplished this work without the sustained support of local leaders, volunteers and donors.”
Affiliate Boilerplate
Habitat for Humanity Choptank is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to transforming communities and the lives of qualifying families in Dorchester and Talbot Counties by building simple, decent and affordable homes. Since its founding in 1992, the organization has worked in partnership with volunteers, churches, community organizations, businesses, and its future homeowners to help 49 local working families achieve homeownership.  To learn more about Habitat, to volunteer or to make a donation, visit www.habitatchoptank.org or call 410-476-3204.
About Habitat for Humanity International
Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat has built, rehabilitated, repaired or improved more than 350,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 1.75 million people. For more information, or to donate or volunteer, visit www.habitat.org.
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Volunteers of different ages, backgrounds and skill levels and the future home owners routinely work together on Habitat construction sites building simple, decent and affordable homes.  Here, students volunteer alongside regular construction crew members on the Habitat Choptank home at Edgewood Avenue in Cambridge which was recently completed.
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