PRESS RELEASE

[image: image1.jpg].' ' ' !:)Iral-llu)nllgr?tl;‘@

Choptank




Governor Martin O’Malley Helps Break Ground on Habitat Choptank Home 
Cambridge, MD (August 16, 2010) – Dignitaries and community members joined together Sunday afternoon in spite of the rainy weather to break ground on the next Habitat home in Cambridge.  The single-family home is one of at least three LEED-certified (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) affordable houses that will be constructed in the city’s Pine Street neighborhood through Maryland’s Maple Street program.  Governor Martin O’Malley and Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development Assistant Secretary Carol Anne Gilbert along with Cambridge Mayor Victoria Jackson Stanley and members of the city council joined with Habitat Choptank for the celebration.
“The most important and powerful place in this state is the family home,” said O’Malley.  When complete, the home, which will be built on Wright Street, will be sold at no profit with an interest free Habitat mortgage to a qualifying low-income family.

Mayor Jackson Stanley thanked both the governor and Habitat Choptank for working with Cambridge.  She said “Habitat is helping Cambridge meet one of its greatest needs – the need for good affordable housing.”
Habitat for Humanity of Choptank is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to transforming communities and the lives of qualifying families in Dorchester and Talbot counties by building simple, decent and affordable homes. Since its founding in 1992, the organization has worked in partnership with volunteers, churches, community organizations, businesses, and its future homeowners to help 49 local working families achieve homeownership.  To learn more about Habitat, to volunteer or to make a donation, visit www.habitatchoptank.org or call 410-476-3204.
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Community leaders officially broke ground Sunday on the next Habitat Choptank home in Cambridge.  From left to right, Commissioner Frank Stout, Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development Assistant Secretary Carol Anne Gilbert, Habitat Choptank board president Dick Deerin, Mayor Victoria Jackson Stanley, Governor Martin O’Malley, Habitat Choptank executive director Susan Devlin, Habitat Choptank board member Rev. Keith Cornish, and Commissioner Donald Sydnor.
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