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Habitat Choptank Welcomes Directors onto its Board
Trappe, MD (October 1, 2010) – Habitat for Humanity Choptank welcomed new members onto its Board of Directors and thanked retiring members for their service at the organization’s recent annual meeting.  
New director Myron Walker of St. Michaels is the former General Counsel for Marriott Corporation.  Walker is putting his legal expertise to work through Habitat Choptank’s site selection committee and he has been volunteering on the St. Michaels home construction site.  Jeff Pritchett of Cambridge brings considerable experience in the accounting side of the construction trade.  Prior to his current position as chief operating officer of T. Furr and Associates, he served as Comptroller for Willow Construction and as a partner for an accounting firm that focused on construction.
Outgoing board president Dick Deerin, in his annual president’s report, described the fiscal year just completed one of great progress and of new beginnings.  “Habitat Choptank built and dedicated three Habitat homes during the year and completed two additional homes for moderate income families in the Milestone on Clay development, he noted.  “Today, we have four additional homes under construction and will add a fifth to that list when we resume building in Cambridge within the month.”  In addition to homes being built, Deerin also explained that Habitat Choptank has acquired an inventory of 15 buildable lots in order to keep the pace of construction moving.

In closing, Deerin reminded the board members and supporters in attendance that “we have accomplished much and there is much left to do.”  “I never cease to be amazed by the spirit, hard work, and dedication of the hundreds of volunteers, donors, board and staff,” Deerin observed.  “I look forward to continuing this work.”

Steve Clineburg was elected by the membership to serve as the next president of the board.  David DeLuca will serve as vice-president.  While Deerin will continue to serve as a director in the role of immediate past president, other directors marked the end of their service at the meeting.  Retiring vice-president Jackie Noller, and directors Gordon Firstman and Brad Messenger were presented with framed copies of “The Thursday Crew,” a painting by Habitat volunteer Dick Nolker depicting a Habitat home building site.
Habitat for Humanity of Choptank is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to transforming communities and the lives of qualifying families in Dorchester and Talbot counties by building simple, decent and affordable homes. Since its founding in 1992, the organization has worked in partnership with volunteers, churches, community organizations, businesses, and its future homeowners to help 50 local working families achieve homeownership.  To learn more about Habitat, to volunteer or to make a donation, visit www.habitatchoptank.org or call 410-476-3204.
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Retiring board members Brad Messenger (front left) and Jackie Noller (front right) along with outgoing president Dick Deerin (front center) were honored for their service at Habitat for Humanity Choptank’s  recent annual meeting.  Other board members in attendance included (center left to right) Chuck Mangold, David DeLuca, Rev. Keith Cornish and Bill McDonnell; (back row left to right) Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Mike Hiner, Jeff Pritchett, Brad Baker, Kim Cassady, and Myron Walker.
Not shown are directors Steve Clineburg, Julie Fox, JoAnn Asparagus Murray, and Aly Valentine, and retiring board member Gordon Firstman.
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