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Habitat for Humanity Choptank Raises the Roof 
Easton, MD (March 14, 2010) – Habitat for Humanity Choptank supporters and volunteers from Dorchester and Talbot Counties recently gathered at the Tidewater Inn for Raise the Roof 2011, the affiliate’s flagship fundraising event, netting over $70,000.  Proceeds from the annual benefit will be invested in Habitat’s affordable home construction program.
The evening included a dazzling array of silent and live auction items donated by local businesses and community members.  In response to a specia appeal, guests helped fund the purchase of new scaffolding during the live auction.  A limited inventory of scaffolding on Habitat Choptank building sites has meant that Habitat volunteers are repeatedly putting up scaffolding and then taking it down in the course of building one home - wasting valuable hammering time.  Now, Habitat Choptank can keep construction moving with the purchase of additional scaffolding to appropriately and safely outfit its building sites in Cambridge, Easton and St. Michaels.

Habitat home owner Ashlie Elliott closed out the program by thanking those in attendance.  “I never thought I’d be able to talk in front of people,” Elliott said as she took the podium to tell the room full of supporters about the difference Habitat is making in her life. “Beyond giving me a home, Habitat has given me self-confidence.” Elliott, a home owner in Habitat Choptank’s Milestone on Clay development in Easton, shared with pride that she is the first home owner in her family.  She is also now the president of the Milestone on Clay Community Association and she is volunteering with Habitat’s Partnership Committee through which she will one day mentor other Habitat home buyers.

“I’ve learned so much with Habitat like how to budget and manage my finances,” Elliott explained.  “Habitat doesn’t just help you get into your house. They are really there for you.”  Like all Habitat home buyers, Elliott purchased her home for the cost of construction materials and land with an interest-free Habitat mortgage.

Habitat for Humanity of Choptank is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to transforming communities and the lives of qualifying families in Dorchester and Talbot counties through the construction of simple, decent and affordable homes. Since its founding in 1992, the organization has worked in partnership with volunteers, churches, community organizations, businesses, and its future homeowners to help more than 50 local working families achieve homeownership.  To learn more about Habitat, to volunteer or to make a donation, visit www.habitatchoptank.org or call 410-476-3204.
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Christine DuFour (left), chair of the Raise the Roof benefit committee, welcomes Habitat Choptank volunteers Missy and Seth Warfield to the 2011 fundraising event at the Tidewater Inn.
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Susan Devlin (left), executive director of Habitat for Humanity Choptank, thanks Habitat partner Lori Whitehead and her daughter Becca for volunteering at Raise the Roof 2011.  Whitehead is working toward purchasing a Habitat home in St. Michaels which is scheduled for completion by the middle of this year.
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